
PARENT EXPECTATIONS 
 
Parents 
 
What makes the difference in your child’s football experience starts at home.  The WMJFL, like all 
extra-curricular events, is not about finding an after-hour’s baby-sitting service.  The values of 
teamwork (developing a sense of working together toward a common goal) and sportsmanship 
(learning to perform with grace while being challenged) start and end when they see and hear good 
examples from their families and the closest people to them in their lives.  If we work together, the 
WMJFL can provide a child with a learning experience while playing at the same time.  For example… 
 

• Be a positive role model at home and at games.  Support them whether the player or the 
team succeeds or fails.  Don’t criticize the coach, players or other parents.  Model for them 
the best ways to accomplish teamwork and sportsmanship 

• Make sure that your players and teammates get to practice and games, all the time and on 
time 

• Play football with them.  That’s the surest way to help them improve as a player and its 
QUALITY time 

• Help with the team organization.  Share the burden of communicating with players and 
parents when it needs to be done even the scheduling of the after game “treats” 

• Ask the coach if he could use more help at practices 
• Volunteer your time, your skills and your resources to make sure we have enough people 

to fill all of the jobs that need to get done 
• Provide creative suggestions for improvement – don’t just complain.  We are constantly 

looking for new solutions and for people to help improve our league.  If you notice a 
weakness, there are usually others who do as well.  If it hasn’t been addressed, ask how 
you can help to address it.  Remember…if you aren’t part of the solution, you may be part 
of the problem 

• Bring your concerns to the right people.  If you have questions or concerns, don’t 
wait.  Bring it to the director of your league, IMMEDIATELY.  We (players, parents, 
coaches, referees and league organizers) are all interested in the quality of the experience 
for the teams, family and fans, not just the quality of play on the field 

• Voice your concerns in the right way.  Yelling not only raises tension for the team but also 
sets a poor example for your child.  Find the right time and place to have an intelligent 
discussion.  Behavior that affects the play, the integrity, or anyone associated with West 
Michigan Junior Football, WILL NOT BE TOLERATED 

 
 

 
 


